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VETERANS’ MEMORIAL SQUARE
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In our ongoing efforts of historic
preservation, the Highland Park Heritage
Trust is proud to announce that we’ve
nominated Highland Park Veteran’s
Memorial Square with the city as a Los
Angeles cultural and historical monument.

Highland Park’s Veterans’ Memorial
Square stands out both architecturally and
historically. It memorializes our family,
friends and neighbors who have served in
our armed services with their lives. It's a
living symbol of their service and sacrifice,
constantly reminding us of their ongoing
commitment to freedom. It also continues
Highland Park’s long history of a strong

and resilient community.

On the corner of Figueroa and York Boulevards, Veterans’ Memorial Square was originally
built in 1974, undergoing several design changes before the community approved it.
Originally suggested to be a small monument, that changed significantly when new plans
proposed that the monument should be an actual B-52 bomber wing turned upwards that
would stand over 80 feet in the air. These plans were drawn up but as public opinion against
the Vietnam War was mounting, the idea of showcasing a bomber wing as a memorial to
veterans was not a popular one. After much public debate, it was decided that a flagpole
would be more representative of our veterans’ service to the country. The final monument that
was built consisted of a flagpole with a circular fountain, surrounded by brass plaques with
the names of Northeast Los Angeles veterans that it represented. (Continued on pg. 3) >>
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT
JAMIE TIJERINA

Dear Friends,

The first half of this year
has been so busy and
eventful, it’s difficult to
believe that 2026 is just a

few months away.

We here at Highland Park
Heritage Trust have made
great strides in growing our
membership this year, and

are working on finalizing
several historic cultural monument nominations, including one

for our beloved Veterans Memorial Square.

Now that the long, warm days of summer start cooling down
and as we enter the holiday season, it’s more important than
ever for all of us to continue interacting with and building our
community. We encourage you to save the date for our annual
Holiday Party and Board Elections coming up on Monday,
December 8th—there will be delicious food, great company, and
a chance to build relationships with your NELA friends and
neighbors.

We hope you have a wonderful autumn and holiday season
ahead—we are so grateful for you and excited to continue our
mission of historic preservation throughout the rest of 2025 and
beyond.
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VETERANS’ MEMORIAL SQUARE
HISTORIC NOMINATION

(continued from page 1)

In recent years, the brass plaques have been stolen
and the fountain is only turned on for special
occasions. Local groups continue to advocate for
the area, focusing on more preservation efforts,
cleaning up, and making sure the United States flag
is flying all year — day and night.

Top: before, with plaque stolen. Bottom left: after, with new plaque installed. Bottom right: close-up of plaque.

Rick Marquez, who heads up the Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council Ad-Hoc committee
for Veterans’ Memorial Square, describes it to me as the ‘center of everything’. He tells me,
“Thousands of people drive through that intersection every day and see it. It represents our
community.” While Rick is not a veteran himself, he continues to work with the community on
Veterans’ and Memorial Day events. He goes on to tell me that he feels proud to work on efforts that
memorialize the members of such a resilient community.

We have cleared the first step by submitting this nomination to the City of Los Angeles. This is a long
and expensive process and we could use your help. Please consider donating to
the Highland Park Heritage Trust to support this historical nomination by
scanning the QR code shown here. Your donation to preserve this area for future
generations makes a difference in our community.

We hope this nomination will keep the memorial standing for years to come, and

we’re excited to extend our efforts to the community to honor and support our
local veterans who have given so much to protect our freedom and way of life. Scan the QR code to donate
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SAVE THE DATE FOR HIGHLAND PARK HERITAGE
TRUST’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY

= S Join us on Monday, December 8th for Highland
Park Heritage Trust’s annual Holiday Party!

Gather with old friends and meet new ones.
Enjoy dinner, festive conversation, and more!

We’ll send you all the details soon--keep an eye
on your email inbox.

CALLING ALL MEMBERS: APPLY TO JOIN OUR BOARD

Highland Park Heritage Trust is hard at work on upcoming
nominations for Historic Cultural Monument designations for the
rest of 2025. Since 1982, we have made a significant impact on
NELA through our work with local government officials,
organizations, and archivists to preserve the neighborhood’s
history and ensure it is not erased by careless construction or
development. We still have a number of vacancies on our
executive board, so if you’ve ever wanted to serve your

community through non-profit leadership, this is a great
opportunity for you to build leadership skills and make an impact
on your neighborhood.

You will be responsible for carrying on our legacy of historical preservation for our Arroyo Seco
communities, and get the chance to see your work preserved throughout NELA in a tangible way. If you
have a passion for fundraising, historic monument nominations, researching sponsorship opportunities,
grant writing, and local history, a spot on the HPHT board might be a great fit. As an active board
member, you will attend monthly board meetings, share ideas and champion our cause at in-person
retreats and events, and communicate with fellow board members via phone and email, and take a hands-
on role to ensure all current initiatives stay on track and within budget. This is a volunteer position.
Please reach out to JJ Jackman with your interest: secretary@hpht.org.
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HIGHLAND PARK ARTS REVIEW:
“EDUCATING RITA”

By: Rhianon Irilli

On a sunny Sunday afternoon this summer, I had the pleasure of attending a staged reading of “Educating
Rita”, written by Willy Russell and performed by the very talented Thorne Street Parlour. Thorne Street
Parlour produced this dramatic reading, operating under the auspices of the Highland Park Heritage Trust
and with a generous Neighborhood Purpose Grant from the Hermon Neighborhood Council. You may

remember this wonderful play from the 1983 award-winning film adaptation starting Michael Caine and
Julie Walters.

The venue was at a Northeast gem called Art in the Park, located in Hermon
Park - the park with the great tennis courts. I found out later that Art in the
Park is a gathering place for artists of all kinds. The setting for the reading
was intimate and inviting. The room was bright with high ceilings and
hardwood floors. In the front of the room there was a small desk and chair
with another chair on the side of the desk for the staging. Off to the side (or,
stage right as they say in the theatre) was another chair reserved for the
wonderful narrator, JJ Jackman, who moved the story along seamlessly.

~ “Educating Rita” is a delightful British “dramedy” about the intersecting lives
- of a poor hairdresser yearning for knowledge and her college professor, a

failed poet and raging alcoholic. Rita, read by the fantastic Sara Stuckey,
wants to know everything. She can sense there is more to life than what she has been offered and believes
education is the path to breaking out of the smallness of her reality and discovering the truth about the
world. Sara did a beautiful job of portraying Rita’s internal tension between wanting something more and
doing what is expected.

Enter Frank, the college professor who would almost always prefer
to be conducting tutoring lessons in the pub. Read masterfully by
Michael Zemenick, Frank has been in the academic and literary
world for too long, and has grown cynical. He has given up on his
aspirations to be a lauded poet and succumbed to being a victim of
the dreadful impostor syndrome, something Frank and Rita seem to
have in common. Frank sees Rita as rare. She’s direct, honest, and
speaks her mind plainly. He worries that she is changing in a way

that softens the edges he has grown to love.

“Educating Rita” was a richly layered story about the treacherous journey of learning to live life on one’s
own terms. The themes of class, gender, and education, provide the very real and relatable desire for
knowledge, respect, and ultimately, a sense of true freedom. For more information about future reading
dates for these free performances, please join the Thorne Street Parlour mailing list by emailing
thornestreetparlour @ gmail.com. You can learn more about Art in the Park by visiting artintheparkla.org.
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SCENE IN HIGHLAND PARK
IN MEMORIAM: DIANE KEATON (1946-2025)

It’s with great sadness that we report that actress Diane Keaton passed away on October 11, 2025 in
Santa Monica. The oldest of four children, Diane Keaton Hall was born on January 5, 1946 in Los
Angeles. She spent her early years growing up in Highland Park where she attended kindergarten at
Bushnell Way Elementary School. Her family later moved to Santa Ana, where in later years she
attended Santa Ana College for a short time before moving to Manhattan to pursue an acting career.

She immediately showed great promise as an actress and her early work established her as an iconic
leading lady. She stood out in films such as The Godfather and The Godfather II. Moving seamlessly
from dramas to comedies, her versatility paid off in a number of roles, starring in a number of 1970s
films directed by Woody Allen. In 1977, she received her first Academy Award for Best Actress for her

work in Annie Hall.

By the 1980s, Keaton was a well-established actress. She continued her work in comedy as well as taking
on new challenges with thrillers and dramas. As she expanded her reach, she transitioned into more
mature roles in the 1990s, as well as producing and directing both films and television series. She
continued to receive critical acclaim throughout her career with a number of awards and nominations for
her work over the years. In 2017 she received the AFI Lifetime Achievement Award. She kept working
as an actor until 2024.

In addition to an interest in photography, Keaton was also active in preserving and restoring historic
buildings in Los Angeles, including the Ennis House designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.

She was a wonderful actress with an exceptional presence. With a career that spanned over five decades,
her legacy as an American icon will continue to be loved for years. She will be greatly missed.

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEXT CORNERSTONE

Calling all NELA community members: Do you have a great local story idea for our next Cornerstone
issue? Always wanted to contribute to a local publication? Now’s your chance!

We are currently accepting submissions for our Winter 2026 issue. Please send your topic idea, along
with your draft, to cornerstone @hpht.org no later than January 15, 2026. If your submission is accepted,
we will give you, or a person of your choosing, a free membership to the Highland Park Heritage Trust
for a year.
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CORNERSTONE CROSSWORD:

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF PARKS IN OUR AREA
By: JJ Jackman —
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3. Located in Cypress Park, this park includes Dodger Stadium
5. The first zero-emission AGZA municipal park is Park in South Pasadena
9. Located in the historic Lawn Bowling Clubhouse in Hermon Park, provides community-based arts and cultural programming.

10. Hermon Park’s entrance is located on Via
12. The Rio de Los Angeles State Park in the Glassell Park area was built on the former site of this freight-switching facility

13. “This Arroyo would make one of the greatest parks in the world.” Theodore was reputed to have said this
17. The land that Rio de Los Angeles State park occupies was initially home to this Native American tribe
18. Deb’s Park is named after Debs, a California politician
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BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
STEPHANIE MAYNETTO-JACKSON

The Highland Park Heritage Trust has a long history of bringing in the
best and brightest board members who are committed to protecting the
cultural and architectural heritage of Highland Park and the Arroyo
Seco communities. In this issue, we are featuring board member
Stephanie Maynetto-Jackson in her own words:

I’d have to say that my story is one of service, resilience, and vision.

Born and raised in Los Angeles by two immigrant parents, ’'m a proud

first-generation Latina whose experiences have shaped my lifelong

commitment to equity and opportunity. As a U.S. Army veteran who
proudly served her country, I’ve dedicated my life to building stronger communities both in and out of
uniform. Today, I’'m balancing a career in Information Technology with being a parent, leader, education
advocate, and coach, proving that service doesn’t end when the uniform comes off.

I feel that I'm bridging two worlds that often seem far apart - technology and education. I'm currently
pursuing a Master of Science in Information Technology Management, and combining that with a deep
understanding of equity, access, and my nonprofit experience. My professional path has included work in
software engineering, project management, and systems leadership, using IT frameworks like PMBOK,
ITIL, and COBIT, to bring clarity and strategy to complex projects. However, my greatest passion lives in
my community work. As a former PTA President, Neighborhood Council President and Treasurer for the
Highland Park Heritage Trust, I’ve continuously advocated for expanding opportunities for all students,
building community, and preserving history. I spearheaded initiatives to grow the Dual Language Spanish
Immersion program, and led efforts to secure funding for classroom-size reduction teachers, greening
projects, and vital student support programs.

My advocacy is personal as well as professional. After losing my husband, SSG Stuart D. Jackson, I’'m
even more committed to raising my sons with resilience, love, and purpose. For fun, I coach their sports
teams and lead family travels we once dreamed of together. I want to ensure that my boys know and
honor their father’s legacy. Everything I do is about creating the opportunities we always wanted for
them. Whether in the classroom, the community, or the conference room, I try to exemplify leadership
that is rooted in service and guided by a belief in equity. My journey, from first-generation Angeleno to
veteran, advocate, and mother, is a reminder to myself and hopefully others that resilience is not just
about overcoming hardship - its about transforming it into purpose for family, for students, and the future.

CROSSWORD ANSWER KEY
A Down
Cross
. 8. Dry Gulch
3. Elysian 12. Taylor Yard ! Audub.on ry ule
2. Marmion 11. Craftsman
5. Garfield 13. Roosevelt )
4. Lower Arroyo 14. Lawn Bowling
9. Art In The Park 17. Tongva _
10. Marisol 18. Ernest 6. Loop 15. Pickleball
' ' 7. Earth Day 16. Horses
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